
Spring 2026

COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND
ANTHROPOLOGY

8 May 2026 |  2 :00 PM

Tal ley Student Union

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES



Prelude 
Pomp and Circumstance, Op. 39, Sir Edward Elgar
Welcoming Remarks 
Dr. Andrea Leverentz, Department Head and Professor
Student Speaker
Kayla Jade Ortiz
Presentation of Graduate Degrees in Anthropology

Master of Arts
Presented by Dr. John Millhauser, Director of Graduate Program in
Anthropology
Presentation of Graduate Degrees in Sociology

Master of Science
Doctor of Philosophy

Presented by Dr. Michaela DeSoucey, Director of Graduate Program in
Sociology
Recognition of Undergraduate Student Honors
Presentation of Undergraduate Degrees

Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology
Bachelor of Arts in Criminology
Bachelor of Arts in Sociology
Bachelor of Science in Sociology 

Presented by Dr. Nora Haenn, Interim Director of Undergraduate Programs
Closing Remarks
Dr. Andrea Leverentz
Recessional
North Carolina State Alma Mater Fountain ‘22 & Norris ‘23

Ceremony



M.A. in  Anthropology
Spring 2026
Leah Harrell
Phenotypic Variation of the Individuals Buried at San Ignacio Church:
Exploring Relatedness in Colonial and Republican Period Bogotá, Colombia.
Committee: Dr. Julie Wesp (chair), Dr. Katherine Kinkopf, Dr. John
Millhauser

Gabrielle Lopez
Congregational Movement: An Analysis of Degenerative Joint Disease in
Colonial Bogotá, Colombia
Committee: Dr. Julie Wesp (chair), Dr. Katherine Kinkopf,  Dr. John
Millhauser

Linnea Murthy
The Volatile Body: Autonomic Instability and the Reconfiguration of
Perception and Embodied Experience in Dysautonomia. 
Committee: Dr. Nora Haenn (chair), Dr. Katherine Kinkopf, Dr. Julie Wesp

Emma Wagner
A Zooarchaeological Analysis of a Domestic Structure on Petra’s North
Ridge.
Committee: Dr. Kate Grossman (chair), Dr. John Millahuser

Copies of Graduate Student Capstone Projects, Theses and
Dissertations:
https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/home 

https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/home
https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/home


M.S.  in  Sociology
Spring 2026

Rae’a Tyson
Food Waste in Elementary Schools: A Qualitative Study of Lunchroom
Practices
Committee: Dr. Michaela DeSoucey (chair), Dr. Andrea Leverentz, Dr.
Thomas Shriver

Copies of Graduate Student Capstone Projects, Theses and
Dissertations:
https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/home 

https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/home
https://repository.lib.ncsu.edu/home


Spring 2026

B.A.  in  Anthropology

* Cum Laude  ** Magna Cum Laude  *** Summa Cum Laude  +Co-major DH-Department Honors

Jordan Elizabeth Abernathy
Marianna Leigh Booth +*
Mayson Lea Burleson ***
John Patrick Clark *
Zoee Alexandria Davis +***
Caitlynne Anne Ellerbe
Julia L. Hill **
Tyler Annise Lewis
Jonah Baine Martinez-Edwards +*
Evelyn Rose McCallion ***
Kathryn B. Nash ***
Danica Anne Plihcik +
Caitlin Neeve Potter +*
Chase Evan Robertson
Austin Robinson *
Mason James Tanner ***
Emma M. Walsh ***
Lorelei Brianna Weaver **
Joel Lamoin Williams **



Spring 2026

B.A.  in  Cr iminology

* Cum Laude  ** Magna Cum Laude  *** Summa Cum Laude  +Co-major DH-Department Honors

Kayla Elliana Anderson +*
Melanie Andrade **
Katherine Angeles Solano
Jose Miguel Arguello, Jr.
Natalie D. Bair +**
Brianne Patricia Bensavage
Ansley Gray Bombien +***
Katlyn Lorraine Burns *
Emily Grace Carlin
Conor Walsh Carmody +**
Thomas David Carpenter *
Liberty Grace Carroll ***
Julia Emma Clancy ***
Alexa Rae Davidoff *
Emilie Grace DeVantier
Archisha Lekha Deepak +***
Abigail Mae Dening ***
Alyse Marie Dixon
Eli Nathaniel Ernst **
Kaitlyn Joan Fechter +***
Carly Renee Flynn ***
Jenna Catherine Flynn ***
Anderson Leah Froysell ***
Joshua Peyton Garrett ***
Maggie Sinclair Gaskins
Brooke Elizabeth Geary ***
Kammie Elizabeth Gladden **

Sofia Godoy
Gabriella Elise Graves ***
Madeline Greer Hambright +***
Heather Amanda Harriss **
Savannah Rae Hart **
Ruth Anne Harter ***
Aubrey Holland **
Kailyn Marie Hoover *
Chloe Alexandra Hunsinger ***
Hannah Virginia Hutchens
Arianna Lin Jenkins *
Ryan Andrew Johnston **
Lexi Lillington Jones **
Sydney Jaden Keller *
Alexandra J. Kennedy
Malaika Saada Kichawele **DH
Mark Allen Kincer, Jr.
Mary Elizabeth Kjenstad +*
Sarina Gita Labadie **
Isac Taylor Langlois **
Greysen Leeper ***
Chloe Elizabeth Lucyk +***
Taylor Jones Mallory +***
Janet Denise Mancinas-Montelongo +
Sophia Faith McCall ***
Shelby Jennifer McCleave
Nayah Grace McKenzie *



Spring 2026

B.A.  in  Cr iminology

* Cum Laude  ** Magna Cum Laude  *** Summa Cum Laude  +Co-major DH-Department Honors

Mary K. McKinney
Courtney Simone McKinnon **
Jadyn Alexandria McLean +***
Mckaila Marie McMillan ***
Emma Helene McNamara
Trinidad Hector Melendez +*
Addison Grace Miller *
Cailey Brielle Moore *
Dominique Akua Asantewaah Moore +***
Joshua Michael Moore **
Robert George Morris, Jr.
Brenna Elizabeth Morrison **
Anita Neelakantam ***
Scott Richard Newman
Gabriela Ventsislavova Nikolova +**
Kayla Jade Ortiz **
Rachel Nina Ott +***
Marco Partida
Zackary Nicholas Pazar **
Kyleigh Simone Peterson *
Sarah Lillian Picarelli *

Laney Grace Reilly *
Allie Catherine Royal
Jayden Elijah Sales
Sydnie P. Scheller +*
Skye Dylan Shelton +***
Madison Michelle Smith ***
Nicole Smith +***
Owen Walker Smith
Jack D. Stein +***DH
Kelleen Katrina Sullivan +
Abigail Elizabeth Summerlin **
Jayna Nikole Thompson ***
Jacquelyn Christina Timberlake *DH
Broderick Tranel **
Sydney Marie Vaughn ***
Genesis Ortiz Vega *
Ava Sofia Vazquetelles ***
Colin Robert West **
Maya Alexandra Wilkins
Elena Winfrey Willis ***
Hailey Rebecca Wright
Ryann Kathleen Zaun +***



Spring 2026

B.A.  in  Sociology

Amari Nichole Anderson
Lucielle Routten Bashara ***
Karen Bennett
Neda Oznur Celik ***
Kenya Charles +***
Olivia Descovich **
Hayden Marie Driver +**
Katelyn Anastasia George
Madison Blair Haas
Bella Claire Haller +***
Cheyenne Tianna Hicks
Keturah Sa'Rai Hood

B.S.  in  Sociology
Spring 2026

Mackenzie Clay Gilliam

* Cum Laude  ** Magna Cum Laude  *** Summa Cum Laude  +Co-major DH-Department Honors

Allison Rose Martinko +***
Anna McChesney Murray
Cacey J. Patterson
Avalon Duncan Perry *
Madeline P. Reid *
Olivia L. Rugani +***
Sierra Faith Smith *
Nedaa Rafiq Soufan +
Madigan Alyssa Stapleton +*
Susannah Elizabeth Throckmorton +***
Andrea Veronika Vad
Allisa Nichole Ward **
Ryder Dean Woolley ***

Nicholas Scott McDonough



The Department of Sociology and Anthropology’s Student Ambassador Program is
a select team of undergraduate volunteers dedicated to supporting student life and
strengthening the department community. Ambassadors play an active role in
organizing student activities, assisting with recruitment efforts, enhancing
departmental communications, and fostering student involvement and mentorship.
Chosen for their excellence and leadership, Student Ambassadors serve as
outstanding representatives of the department, and their commitment is both
meaningful and highly valued.

Department Honors
Successful completion of the departmental Honors Program requires 12 hours of
honors coursework which includes completion of a senior honors thesis or project
for Sociology and Criminology students. In addition, honors students must maintain
both cumulative and major GPAs of at least 3.25.

Archisha Lekha Deepak
Malaika Saada Kichawele
Courtney Simone McKinnon
Brenna Elizabeth Morrison
Kayla Jade Ortiz

Zackary Nicholas Pazar
Madison Michelle Smith
Abigail Elizabeth Summerlin
Jacquelyn Christina Timberlake
Jayna Nikole Thompson

Jack David Stein
Malaika Saada Kichawele
Jacquelyn Christina Timberlake

Student Ambassadors



About the Department of Sociology and Anthropology
The mission of the Department of Sociology and Anthropology is to
conduct research, teaching, and outreach to help individuals, groups,
and organizations in North Carolina, the region, the nation, and other
countries better understand society and culture.

Our students study and practice in disciplines that critically analyze
human society, culture and behavior. Undergraduates pursue studies in
sociology, criminology and anthropology, either as a major or minor. At
the graduate level, we offer a Ph.D. in Sociology and an M.A. in
Anthropology, both of which prepare graduates for successful careers in
teaching and research. With about 25 full-time faculty, in addition to
lecturers and instructors, we teach more than 9,000 students each
academic year.

Keep up with what we’re doing at: https://socant.chass.ncsu.edu/ 

Giving
Your gift helps us recruit top students, supports
programming, and aids others in need. Your gift
matters, and will have an immediate impact on
our students and community.

Thank you for supporting the Class of 2026!
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